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I beg you, take care.  Add a little every day and gather things in. 

Remember that these studies promise you enormous prizes both in the conduct of your life and the fame 
and glory of your name…. 

Renaissance scholar to a student    
 
Welcome to AP World History.  We look forward to an exciting and thought-provoking year.  In order to start 
the class “running,” we are assigning two summer projects: a class book to be read by all students and a 
paper based on your reading of this book.   
 
Class Book for everyone to read:  
 
Weatherford,Jack 
Genghis Khan and the Making of the Modern World 
ISBN-10: 0609809644  
ISBN-13: 978-0609809648  
Amazon Price: $12.88 
List price: $16.00  
 

The name Genghis Khan often conjures the image of a relentless, bloodthirsty barbarian on horseback 
leading a ruthless band of nomadic warriors in the looting of the civilized world. But the surprising truth is 
that Genghis Khan was a visionary leader whose conquests joined backward Europe with the flourishing 
cultures of Asia to trigger a global awakening, an unprecedented explosion of technologies, trade, and 
ideas. In Genghis Khan and the Making of the Modern World, Jack Weatherford, the only Western scholar 
ever to be allowed into the Mongols’ “Great Taboo”—Genghis Khan’s homeland and forbidden burial site—
tracks the astonishing story of Genghis Khan and his descendants, and their conquest and transformation 
of the world. He resurrects the true history of Genghis Khan, from the story of his relentless rise through 
Mongol tribal culture to the waging of his devastatingly successful wars and the explosion of civilization that 
the Mongol Empire unleashed. This dazzling work of revisionist history doesn’t just paint an unprecedented 
portrait of a great leader and his legacy, but challenges us to reconsider how the modern world was made. 
 
Assignment: Paper 
How did Genghis Khan “make” the modern world? Have a thesis statement in the first paragraph that 
explains what you will be writing about. Include at least 3 examples in the body and remember a conclusion. 
This should be typed, 12 font, double spaced, and at least 2 full pages. This is due, printed, stapled (no 
plastic “sleeves” or folders) the first day of class in August. 
 
Late Policy 
 
The Social Studies Department has a strict policy on late projects:  work turned in after the due date will 
begin with a grade of 75%, and will only be accepted the following day.  An AP course depends on student’s 
being prepared for class – college courses assume that everyone has completed the necessary reading and 
writing assignments.  Extensions may be granted by the teacher in rare, unforeseen circumstances – but 
this permission must be requested in advance, not the day the assignment is due.  Technology problems 
are not excused – plan ahead! 
 
If you have any questions, exciting insights or concerns over the summer, feel free to contact us: 
 
 
__________________________        __________________________             _______________________    
 Chris Edwards                              Michelle Greco                     Jenna Pritchard 
    cedwards @hse.k12.in.us                     mgreco@hse.k12.in.us                       jpritchard@hse.k12.in.us 

mailto:mgreco@hse.k12.in.us

