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FISHERS HIGH SCHOOL 
IB ENGLISH LITERATURE - Year 1/Juniors 
Summer Reading 2019-2020 
Mrs. Jennifer Gabbard: jgabbard@hse.k12.in.us 
Sign up for Remind message service now: Text @ibgabb to 81010 

I look forward to working with you in IB English next year! Please be sure you are completing the 
correct summer reading.  This is the summer reading assignment for IB ENGLISH LITERATURE Year 
1/JUNIORS.  Your annotated book and typed, printed journals are due on the first day of class, and you 
will be assessed immediately over the reading assignment in class.  You will ALSO be required to upload 
an electronic copy of your typed journals to Turnitin during the first week of school.  Therefore, it is 
your responsibility to SAVE a digital copy of your work.  Failure to upload the assignment will result in a 
zero for the entire assignment.   

 Summer work (both a physical, printed copy AND a digital file ready for upload, plus your book) 
is due on the first day of school, August 7th. 

 Late summer work will be accepted the 2nd day of school (August 8th) with a 15% penalty. 
 Late summer work will be accepted until the 2nd Friday of school (August 16th) with a 50% 

penalty.    
 Work received after August 16th will receive a zero. No alternative assignment will be given. 

 

Please WRITE OUT this pledge in your OWN HANDWRITING affirming the originality of your work, and 
attach that handwritten pledge to the front of your reading journals: 
 

I, ___________, completed the assignment independently (no Sparknotes, Shmoop, study 
guides, Internet sources, movies, etc.), read the work in its entirety, and fulfilled the 
reading/work requirements of this summer reading project. 

 
SIGN & DATE YOUR PLEDGE. 

  
All work submitted should be original; plagiarized work will result in zeroes, possible removal from the 
course, and referral for honor code violation (one penalty of which might be removal from National 
Honor Society). 
 

Part 1 – Learning How to Analyze Literature 

 Re-familiarize yourself with & finish reading How to Read Literature Like a Professor 
(Thomas C. Foster, ISBN: 9780062301673) from your English 10 Honors reading. If you did not 
read this last year, now is the time to do so. If you did read portions of it, review and/or re-
read until you can readily apply the concepts once more. You are responsible for being familiar 
with the whole book.  
  

 Read and consider Mortimer J. Adler’s brief commentary, “How to Mark a Book” 
(http://chuma.cas.usf.edu/~pinsky/mark_a_book.htm) 

 
Part 2 – Translated Prose Analysis 

 The Three Theban Plays: Antigone; Oedipus the King; Oedipus at 
Colonus by Sophocles 
Translated by ROBERT FAGLES – you must have this translation 
(very important) 
ISBN: 978-0140444254 
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 Read and annotate Fagles’ translation of Sophocles’ Oedipus the King only for now (we will 
read Antigone together). You may have read parts of this play in a previous class, but you need 
to read the entirety of the play again now. You should make your annotations directly in the 
book, so please purchase a copy for your personal use (online retailers are far more likely to 
have stock than physical stores). Annotations should be more than just personal comments 
(“wow!”) or highlighting – interact with the text as described above in Part 1.  The annotations 
you make in the book should correspond with the entries you make in your reading journals 
(your written entries will just examine these sections in more depth).  

 
Part 3 – Dialectical Journal Entries 

 All entries must be TYPED!  The purpose of a dialectical journal is to identify significant 
sections of text and explain their importance – NOT to summarize. The dialectical entry serves 
as an analysis of the text and should be used to think about, digest, question, clarify, and 
critique what is read. It is a way to take notes over reading so that when you are asked to write 
an essay—or asked to discuss a piece of writing in class—you have at your disposal quotations to 
use as supporting evidence for your opinions.   

 Develop 10 or more journal entries (taken from throughout the novel) based on the following 
categories.  Label each quote with its category: 

 3 Characterization (quotes/passages which reveal something significant about a 
character) 

 2 Theme (quotes/passages which help to develop a theme you have identified within 
the text) 

 3 Recurring Patterns of images, ideas, or symbols (analyze one or more of these 
repetitions within the novel) 

 2 Your choice of quotes – these can include other structural or literary features you 
notice, they can be focused critiques of the play, or they can highlight connections 
with other texts you’ve read. Just be sure you can support your choice. 

 
 Create a 3-column chart for entries 

 In the first column, identify the category & type what the passage “says” (do not 
shorten quotes & passages with ellipses) this quote should be one that you believe 
illustrates a significant idea. Cite these quotations in MLA format by putting quotes 
around them and attributing them to the author; be sure to record the page number 
where you found the quote.  Your passages can range in length from one sentence to an 
entire paragraph – you should offer a variety within your entries.   

 
 The middle column exists for your reflection and interpretation on what the text 

“does” - explain in your own words what you believe the significance of the passage to 
be.  What does it reveal?  How?  Do not summarize what is being said – reflect on WHY 
it is important.  Each response should be a minimum of 100 words and must be written 
in COMPLETE sentences.  Include a word count at the end of each entry. 

 
 The last column should identify the stylistic and/or literary features of the passage.  

This involves the structure of the passage – not just its meaning. What stylistic choices 
has the author made (syntax, diction, imagery, etc)?   Can you identify any literary or 
rhetorical devices within the passage?  How do these contribute to the meaning? What 
effect(s) do they have? Why do you think the author makes these choices in his writing?  
There is no minimum word count for this column but you should be clear and detailed 
in your response. Each passage must have at least one comment in this column. 
 

 Be sure you line up entries so your organization is clear; you may want to create a 
chart in MS Word or Excel.  Your journals should be one continuous document.  
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Sample Dialectical Journal Entry: 
 

 
What the text SAYS What the text DOES Style / Literary Features  

“I was sitting in a taxi, 
wondering if I had overdressed 
for the evening, when I looked 
out the window and saw Mom 
rooting through a Dumpster. It 
was just after dark. A blustery 
March wind whipped the steam 
coming out of the manholes, and 
people hurried along the 
sidewalks with their collars 
turned up. I was stuck in traffic 
two blocks from the party where 
I was heading” (Walls 3).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

--RECURRING PATTERN-- 
#1 

This passage provides an 
immediate and stark contrast 
between the circumstances of 
both Walls’ life and that of her 
indigent mother. The details 
imply far more than simply a 
difference in socioeconomic 
status; their simplicity belies 
vastly different outlooks on life 
that will be expanded in the 
work to come. Inclusion of 
Walls’ insecurities regarding her 
attire for evening festivities 
provides a “normal” concern 
that likely seems familiar, or at 
least relatable, for readers. 
However, while the image of her 
mother scavenging on a 
“blustery” night may evoke 
pathos in readers, it equally 
seems jarring and almost alien 
for the presumably middle class 
audience reading this book.  
(Word count: 104) 
 
 
 
 
 

Clearly, a distinctive 
juxtaposition is inserted here by 
Walls, establishing the women as 
antipodes. This is developed by 
implying the financial status of 
each, but also in the very 
different activities the women 
are engaged in (scavenging vs. 
worrying over appearance prior 
to a party).  
 
Walls utilizes varied syntax as 
she engages her reader, 
beginning with a lengthy 
complex sentence establishing 
character actions, followed by a 
short declarative sentence 
establishing setting.  
 
She also employs adequate 
imagery (“blustery” weather, 
steam rising in the chill of 
evening, and passers-by bracing 
themselves against the cold) 
without overwhelming her 
readers with too much too soon. 
This approach serves to 
effectively spark and retain 
audience attention as Walls 
leads in to her memoir.  

 

Include 
word count 

Note proper 
MLA format 

Somehow label 
the entry type 


